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THE | 


EXCEPTIONS 


OF THE 
PRESBTTERIAN- Brethren, 


Againſt ſome paſſages in the preſent 
LITURGY. 


A Cknowledging, with all humility and 
Y thankfulneſs, His Ma jeſties moſt Princely 
condeſcention and indulgence to very 
many of his Loyall ſub jects, as well in his 
Majeſties moſt gracious Declaration , as 
particularly in this preſent Commiſſion 
iſſued forth in purſuance thereof; we 
doubt not but the Right Reverend Bi- 
ſhops, and all the reſt of His Majeſties 
Commiſoners intruſted in this work, will in imitation of His 
Ma jeſties moſt prudent and Chriſtian Moderation and Cle- 8 
mency, judge it their duty (that we find to be the Apoſtles own 
practice ) in a ſpeciall manner to be tender to the Churches 
eace, to bear with the infirmities of the weak, and not to pleaſe 
themſe ves, nor to meaſure the Conſciences of other men by the 
light and laticude of their own , bur ſeriouſty and readily to 
confider, and adviſe of ſuch Expedients as may moſt conduce to 
the healing of our breaches,and uniting thoſe that differ. 
And albeit we have an high and honourable eſteem of thoſe 
Godly and Learned Biſhops , and others, who were the firſt | 


Compilers of the publick A „and doe look upon it as 
= an 


. | 
an excellent and worthy woch id that time, when the Church of 


Eug land made her firſt ſtep out of ſucha miſt of Popiſh Ignorance 
— Superſtition, cs it formerly was — yet confi» 
dering, that all humane Works do gradually arrive at their ma- 
turity and perfection, and this in particular being a Work of that 
natute, hath already admitted ſeveral emendations ſince the firſt 
compiling thereof, It cannot be thought any diſparagement, 
or derogation either to the Work it (elf, or to the Compilers of 
it, or to thoſe who have hitherto uſed it, if after more than one 
hundred years ſince its firſt compoſure ſueh further emendations 
be now made therein, as may be judged neceſſary for ſatisfyi 
the ſeruples of a multitude of ſober —— who cannot at a 
(or very hardly) comply wich the uſe of ic as now it is and may 
beſt ſuit with the preſent times, after ſo long an enjoyment of 
the glorious light of the Goſpel, and ſo happy # Reformations 
eſpecially conſidering that many godly and learned men, ha ve 
from the beginning all along delired the alteration of man 
things therein, and very many of his Majeſty's pious peaceable 
and loyal Subjects, after ſo long a diſcontinuance of it, are more 
averſe from it than heretofore ; the ſatisfying of whom (as far as 
may be) will very much conduce to that Peace and (nity which 
is ſo much deſired by all good men, and ſo much endeavoured 


by His moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


And therefore in purſuance of this His Majcſty's moſt gracious 
Commiſſion for the ſatisfying of tender Conſciences, and 
the procuring of Peace and Unity amongſt our ſelves, we 
judge meet to propoſe, 


I. That all the Prayers, and other Materials of the Liturgy, 
may conſiſt of nothing doubtful or queſtioned amonzt Pious, 
Learned and Orthodox Perſons, inaſmuch as the profeſſed end 
of compoſing them is, for the declaring of Unity and conſent of 
all who joyn in the Publick Worſhip, it being too evident, that 
the limiting Church-Communion to things of doubtful diſputa- 
tion, hath been in all Ages rhe ground of Schiſm and ſeparation, 


' according to the ſaying of a Learned Man. 


Toload our Publick Forms with the private Fancies upon 
which we differ, is the moſt Sovereign way to perpecuate Schiſn 
to the Worlds end. Prayer, Contcflion, Thankigiving, reading 

ot 


( 

of the Scriptures, and ILY 2190 of the Sacraments in the 
phineſt and ſimpleſt manner were matter enough to furniſh out 
a ſufficient Liturgy, though nothing either of private Opinion, ot 
of Church pomp,of Garments,or preſcribed Geſtures, of Imagery, 
ofMulick, of matter concerning the dead, of many fuperfluities _ 
which creep into the Church under the name of Oader and De- 
cency did interpole it ſelf. To charge Churches or Liturgies 
with things unneceſſary was the firſt beginning of all Superſti · 
tion; and when ſcruple of Conſcience began to be made, or 
pretended, then Schiſme began to break in. If the ſpeciall 
Guides and Fathers of the Church would be a little ſparing of 
incumbring Churches with Superfluitiex, or not over rigid, either 
in reviving obſolete Cuſtoms, or impoſing new, there would be 
far leſs cauſe of Schiſm, or Superſtition, and all the Inconveni- 
ence likely to enſue would be — this ; they ſhould in ſo doing 
yield a little to the imbecility of their Infeciours, a thing whic 
S. Paul would never have rrefuſed to doe, mean while, whereſo- 
ever falſe or ſuſpected Opinions are made a piece of Church-Li- 
turgy, he that ſeparates is not the Schiſmatick; for, it is alike 
unlawful to make profeſſion of known or ſuſpe&ed falſhood, as 
to put in practice unlawful or ſuſpected actions. 


I I. Further, we humbly defire, that it may be ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered, that as our firſt Reformers out of their great wild. me 
did at that time ſo compole the Liturgy as to win npon the Pa- 
piſts, and to draw them into their Church-Communion, by va- 
rying as little as well they could from the Romiſh forms be- 
fore in uſe; ſo whether in the preſent conſtitution and Rate of 
things amongſt us we ſhould not according to the fame rule of 
Prudence and Charity have our — ſo compoſed, as to gain 
upon the judgement and affections of all thoſe who in the ſu 
ſtantials of the Proteſtant Religion are of the ſame perſwaſions 
with our ſelves. In as much as a more firm union and conſent 
of all ſuch, as well in Woſhip as in Doctrine, would greatly ſtreng- 
then che Proteſtant Intereſt againſt all thoſe dangers and tem- 
ptations which our inteſtine Diviſions and Animolities do expoſe 
us unto from the common Adverſary. 


III. That the Repetitions and Reſponſals of the Clerk and 
P cople, and the alcernate Reading of the Plalms and lr 
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wich a eonfuſed murmure in Wee whereby what 
is read is leſs intelligible, and therefore unedify ing, may be o- 
mitted, the Miniſter being appointed for the People in all Pub- 
lick Services appertaining unto God, and the holy Scriptures 
both of the old and new Teftament, intimating the peoples part 
in publick Prayer, to be only with filence and reverence, to at- 
tend thereunto, and to declare their conſent in the elcſe, by 
la) ing, Amen. 


I'V. Thatin regard the Letany (though otherwiſe containing 
in it many holy Petitions) is ſo framed, that the Petitions, for a 
great part, are uttered onely by the People, which we think not 
to be ſo conſonant to Scripture, which makes the Miniſter the 
Month of the People to God in Prayer, the particulars thereof 
may be cunpeled into one ſolemn Prayer to be offered by the 
Miniſter unto God for the People. 


V. That there may be nothing ia the Licurgy which may ſeem 
to countenance the obſervation of Leut, as a Religious Faſt, the 
Example of Chriſt's faſting forty dayes and nights being no more 
imitable, nor intended for the imitation of Chriſtians, than any 
other of his miraculous works were, or than Moſes his forty dayes 
Faſt was for the Jewes,and the Act of Parliament 5 Eli. forbid- 
ding abſtinence from fleſh to be obſerved: upon any other than 
a politick Conſideration, and puniſhing all thoſe who by Preach- 
ing, Teaching, Writing, or open Speech ſhall-notife, that the for- 
bearing of fleſh is of any neceſſity for the ſaving of the ſoulor that 
it is the ſervice of God otherwiſe than as other politick Laws are. 


VI. That the Religious obſervation of Saints dayes appointed 
to be kept as holy day es. and the Vigils thereof, without any ſoun- 
dations (as we conceive) in Scripture, may be omitted, that if 
any be retained they may be called Feſtival,and not Holy dayes, 
nor made equal with the Lords day, nor. have any. — os Ser- 
vice appointed for them, nor that the People be upon ſuch days 
enforced wholly to abſtain from work; and that the names of 
all others not inſerted inthe Callendar,which ate not in the firth 
and ſecond Books of Edward the Sixth, may be left out. 


VII, That the giftof Prayer beingoue ſpecial qualification for 
the 


50 
the Work of the Miniſtery A by Chriſt in order to the o- 
dification of his Church, and to be exerciſed for the profit and 
benefit thereof according to jts various and emergent nece- 


flicies. 

Ic is deſired that there may be no ſuch Impoſicion of the Litur- 
gy,as that the exerciſe of that gift be thereby totally excluded in 
any part of publick worſhip ; and further, that conſidering the 
great age of ſome Minifters, and the infirmities of others, and the 
variety of ſeveral ſervices oft time occurring upon the ſame day, 
— it may be inexpedient to require every Miniſter at all 
times to read the whole ; it may be left to the diſcretion of the 
Miniſter to omit it, as occaſion (hall require, which liberty we 
find to be allowed even in the firft Common Prayer Book of 
Edward the Sixth, 


VIN. That — — of the many defects which have been ob- 
ſerved in that V of the Scxiptures which is uſed throughour 
the Liturgy, (mati fold inftances whereof may be produced) 
as in the Epiſtle for the firſt Sunday after Epiphany, taken out of 
Rom.12.1. Be you changed in your ſhape. And the Epiſtle for the 
Sunday next before-Eefter, taken out of Phil. 2. 5. Found in bi- 
apparel 4 4 mans A allo the Epiſtle far the firſt Sunday in Leut, 
taken out of the fourth of the Gglatiaus, Mount Sinai i Agar in 
Arabia, and bordereth upen the City which"s now called Jeruſalem. 
The Epiſtle for Saint Matthews day, being taken out of the ſecond 
Epiſtle of the Corinthians and the fourth, Ve ge not out of kind. 
The Goſpel for the ſecond Sunday :after Epiphany, taken out of 
the ſecond of oba, M ben meu ge drunk, The Goſpel for the third 
Sundey in Lent, taken out of the eleventh of Luke, One bouſe oth 
fall upon anather. The Goſpel for the Annunciation, taken out 
of the firſt of Luke, This is the ſixth month which i called Barren, 
and many other places ; we therefore deſire inſtead thereof the 
Tranſlation allowed of by Authority may alone be uſed, 


; IX That in as much; as the Holy Scriptures arg able to make 
us wife unto ſalvation to ſurniſh us thoroughly ngto all good 
voi ks, and, contain in them all thiugs neceſſary.cither in Doctrine 
to be believed, on in Duty to be practiſed; whereas divers Chap: 
ters of the Apocryphal Books appointed to be read, are charged to 
11iz0 0 1 I : . 
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be in both nee 
fore deſired that nothing be read iu the Church for Leſſons, but 
che Holy Scriptures in the Old and New Teſtament. 


X. That the Minifter be not required to rehearſe any part of 
the Liturgy at the Communion Table, fave onely thoſe parts 
which properly belong to the Lords Supper, and that at ſuch 
time onely when the Holy Supper is adminiſtrated. 


XI. That the word ( Miniſter ) and not (Prieft) or (Curate ) 
is uſed in the abſolution, and in divers other places; It may 
thoroughout the whole Book be uſed inſtead of thoſe two words, 
and that inſtead of the word (Sunday) the word (Lords day) 
may be every where uſed. 


XII. Becauſe ſinging of Plalms is a conſiderable part of Pub- 
lick Worſhip, we defire that the Verfion ſer forth and allowed to 
be ſung in Churches may be amended, or that we may have 
leave to make uſe of a purer Verſion. 


XIII. That all obſolete words in the Common Prayer, and 
ſuch whole uſe is changed from their firſt fignificancy (a read 
who ſmote thee) uſed in the Golpels for the Monday and Wed - 
neſday before Eaſter (Then opened be their witts) uſed in the 
Goſpel for Eaſter Tueſday, ec. may be altered into other words 
generally received, and better underſtood, 

XIV. That no portions of the Old Teſtament, or the Acts of 
the Apoſtles be called Epifttes; or-xead as ſuch, 


XV. That whereas throughout the ſeverall offices the Phraſe is 
ſuch as preſumes all perfons (within the Communion of the 
Church) to be regenerated, converted, and in an actuall ſtate 
of grace, which had Eccleſiaſtical! Diſcipline been truly and vi- 
goroully executed in the excluſion of ſcandalous and obſtinate 
linners might be better ſuppoſed; But that there having been, and 
ſtill being a confeſſed want of that ( as in the Licurgy is acknow< 
ledged ) it cannot rationally be admitted in the utmoſt latitude 
of Charity: we deſire that this may be reformed. 


» XVI. That whereas orderly connexion of Prayers and of parti 
TY cular 
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ular Petitions and exprefrons, r wich a competent length 
of the formes uſed, are tending much to ediſication, and to gain 
the reverence of people to them: There appears to us too great 
negle& of this Order, and of other Juſt Laws of method particu- 


larly. 


1. The Colle&s are generally ſhort, many of them confiſting but 
of one or two Sentences of petition, and thoſe generally u- 
ſherd in wich a repested mention of the Name and Attrĩ- 
butes of God, and preſently concluding with the Name and 
Merits of Chriſt, whense are cauſed many unneceſſary inter- 
ceſſions and abruptions,which when many Petitions are to 
be offered at the time, are neither agreeable to ſerip- 
tural) example, nor ſuted to the gravity and ſeriouſneſs of 
that Holy Duty. 


2. The Prefaccs of many Collects have not any clear and ſpe · 
ciall reſpe& to the following Petitions; and particular peti- 
tions are put together, which have not any due order or 
evident eonnexion one with another, nor ſuitable with che 
occahons upon which they are uſed, but ſeem to have fallen 
in rather caſually, than from any orderly codtinuance. 

It is defired that inſtead of theſe various Collefts, there may be 

one Methodicall and entire form of Prayer compoſed out of 
many of them, 


XVII. That whereas the Puplick Liturgy of a Church ſhould 
in reaſon comprehend the ſumme of all ſuch ſins as are ordinarily 
in Prayer by the Church to be comſeſſed, and of ſuch Petitions 
and Thankſgiving as are ordinarily by the Church to be put up 
to God, and that Puplick Catechiſmes or Syſtemes of Doctrine 
ſhould ſummarily comprehend all ſuch Doctrines as are neceſ- 
farily to be believed, and theſe explicitely ſer down. The preſent 
Liturgy, as to all theſe ſeems very defeRive particularly: 


1. There is no preparatory Prayer in your addreſſes to God 
for aſſiſtance or acceptance; yet many Collects im the midſt 
of the Worſhip have little or nothing elſe. 


2. The Confeſſion is very defe&ive, not clearly expreſiin? 


Ori- 


+ 
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(8) .. 
-Originall {in , nor — — Actuall fins 


with their —— but conſiſting only of generals, 
whereas Conſeſſion being the exerciſe of repentance: ought 
to be more particular. * 201o ben 10. 1101 


There is alſo great defect, as to ſuch Forms of publick pray- 
ers and thank(givings as are ſuitable to Goſpel-worſhip. 


4. The whole body of the Common Prayer alſo conſiſteth very 


3. 


much of meer generals, as to have our prayers heard, to be 
kept from all evil, and from all enemies and all adverſities, 
that we may do Gods will without any mention of the ꝓar- 
ticulars wherein theſe generals exiſt. | 


The Catechiſm is defeftive as to many neceſſary Dodrines 
of our religion, ſome even of the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity 
not mentioned, except in the Creed, and there not ſo ex- 
plicite as ought to be in the Catechiſm. 


XVIII. Becauſe this Liturgy containeth the impoſition of di- 
vers Ceremonies, which from the firſt Reformation have by ſun- 
dry Learned and pious men been judged unwarrantable : as, 


That publick Worſhip may not be eclebrated by any Mi- 


niſter that dares not wear a Surplice. 


That none may Eaptiſe ,' or be Baptiſed without the tran- 


fient Image of the Croſs ,' which hath at leaſt the ſemblance 
of a Sacrament of humane inſticution, being uled as an en- 


© gaging ſign in our firſt and ſolemn Covenanting with Chriſt, 


3 


and the Duties whereunto we are really obliged by Bap- 


tiſm, being more expreſly affixed to that Aery ligu than to 
the holy Sacrament. | 


That none may receive the Lords Supper that dares not 
kneel in the act of receiving, but the Miniſter muſt exclude 
all ſuch from the Communion, although ſuch kneeling not 
only differs from the practice of Chriſt and of his Apoſtles; 
but(at leaſt on the Lords daies is contary to the prattice of 
the Catholick Church for many hundred years after , a" 

| toi bi 
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11: forbid — venerable Councils chat ever were in 
che Chriſtian world. All which Impoſitions are made yet 


more grievous: by that ſubſeription to their lawfulaek, 
which the Cannon exacts, —— the heavy puniſhments, 
upon the non · Mbſer vance of them, which the Act for uni- 
formity intlicts. 


And it being doubtfull, whether God hath given power unto 
men to inſtitute in his worſhip ſuch myllicall teaching ſigns, 
which not being neceſſary in genere; fall not under the & — 
doing all things decently, orderly, and to edification, and which 
once granted, will upon the ſame reaſon open a door to the ar- 
bitrary lmpoſition of numerous Ceremonies of.which St. Ang. 
complained in his dayes, and the things in Controverſie being 
in the Judgement of the Impoſers confeſſed indifferent, who dare 
not ſo much as pretend any real gaodnels in themſelves, other- 
wiſe than what is derived from their being impoſed, and conſe- 
ſequently the Impoſition ceaſing, that will ceaſe alſo, and the 
Worſhip of God not become indecent without them; whereas on 
the other hand in the Judgement of the Oppolers, they are by 
ſome held ſinful and unlawful in themſelves, by others very in- 
convenient and unſuitable to the fimplicicy. of, GoſpeI-Worſhip, 
and by all of them very grievous an Ma 8 and there- 
fore not at all fit to put in balance with the peace of the 
Church, which is more likely to be promoted by their removal 
than continuance,conſfidering alſo how tender our Lord and Sa- 
viour himſelf is of weak Brethren , drevong it. to be much 


better for a man to have a Milſlone to be hanged about his 
neck, and to be caſt into the depth of the Sea, than to offend 
one of his little ones, and how the Apoſtle Pau (who had as 

reat-a Legillative power in the Church as any under Chriſt) 
eld himtelf obliged by that common rule of Charity, not 
to lay a ſlumbling block, or an occaſion of offence before a 
weak Brother, chuſtng. rather not to cat fleſh while the world 
ſtands (though in it ſelf a thipg lawful) than offend his Bro- 
ther, for whom Chriſt dyed ; we cannot but deſire that theſe 
Ceremanies may not be impoſed on them who judge ſuch im- 
poſitions'a violation of the Royalty of Chriſt, and an Im- 
penchment of bis Laus as inſufficient, and are upger, the holy 
law A hat which is mhitreqe ey 12- 33r FF bet thing ſaever 1 


command 
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thmitand-you,obſerve to do it, tbou ſhalt not adde ther eto nor din. 
nifs from 115 bür char there may be either a total aboliſnion of 
them, or at leaſt ſuch a liberty , that thoſe who axe unſatisſied 
concerning their lawfulnefs, or expedency, may not be com- 


PRES the practioe of them or — to them; but may 


e permitted to enjoy their Miniſterial Functions and Commu- 
nion with the Church without them. 

The rather becauſe theſe Ceremonies have for above an hun- 

dred years been the fountain of manifold evils in this Church 
and Nation, occafioning fad Diviſions between Minifters and 
Miniſters, and alſo between Miniſters and people, expoſing many 
orthodox, pious, and peaceable Miniſters to the diſpleaſure of 
their Rulers, caſting them upon the edge of the penal Statutes, 
to the loſs not only of their Livings and liberties, but alſo of their 
opportunities for the ſervice of Chriſt and his Church,und ſor- 
cing people either to worthip God in ſuch a manner as their 
own conſciences condemn , or donbt of, or elſe to forſake our 
Afﬀemblies , as thouſands have done, and no better fruits chan 
theſe can be lookr for from the retaining and impoſing theſe 
Ceremonies . unleſs we could preſume that all his Ma jeſties Sub- 
jefts ſhould have the ſame ſubtilty of Judgement to diſcern even 
to a Ceremony how farr the Power extend; in the things of God. 
whith is not to be expected, or ſhould yeeld obedience to all the 
Impoſitionsof men concerning them, wichout enquiring into the 
will of God, which is not to be defired. 
We do therefore moſt earneſtly intreat the Right Reverend 
Fathers.and Brethren , to whom theſe Papers are delivered, as 
they teritler the Glory of God, the Honour of Rekgion, the 
Peace ofthe Church, the Service of His Majeſty in the accom- 
pliſhment of that happy Union which his Majeſty hath ſo abun- 
dantly teſtited his deſires of, to joyn with us in importuning 
His moſt Excellent Ma jeſty that His moſt gracious Indu gence, as 
to theſe Ceremonies granted in His Royal Declaration , may be 
comfirmed and continued to us, and our poſterities, and ex- 
tended to ſuch as do not yet enjoy the beneſm thereof. | 


XIX. As to that Paſſage in His Majeſties Commiſſion, where 

m we are authorized and required to compare the Preſent 
Licurgy with the moſt ancient Liturgy ,, which have beeninſed ia 
the Church in the pureſt and moſt Primitive Times; we have in 
| obedicnce 
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obedience to His Maj Cen nude inquiry, but cannot 
find any Records of known Credit concerning any entire Forms 
of Licurgies within the firſt 300 years , , which are coufcifed to be 
as the moſt Prinaicive, ſo the pureſt Ages of the Church, nor any 
Impoſition of Liturgies upon any National Church; for ſame 
hundred years after we find indeed Liturgical Forms fathered 
upon St. Baſil, St. Chryſaftome, and St. Ambroſe ; but we have 
not ſeen any Copies of them, but ſuch as give us ſufficient evi- 
dence to — them either wholly fpurious , or ſo interpolat- 
ed , that we cannot make a Judgement what in them hath any 
Primitive Authority. | 
Having thus in general expreſſed our deſire, we come to par- 
ticulars, which we find numerous, and of a various nature; ſome 
we grant are of an inferiour conſideration, verbal rather than 
material, which were they not in she Publick Liturgy of fo Fa- 
mous a Church, we ſhould not have mentioned; others dubi- 
ons and diſputable, as not having a clear foundatian in Scripture 
for their warrant ; but ſome there be that ſeem to be corrupt, 
and to carry in them a repugnancy to che rule of the Goſpel, and 
therefore have adminiſtred juſt matter of exception and offence 
to many truly religious and peaceable, not of a private ſtation 
only, but Learned & Judieious Divines, aſwel of other Reformed 
Churches, as of the Church of England;ever ſince the Reformation. 
We know much hath been ſpoken and written by way of A- 
palogy in anſwer to many things that have been obiected, but 
yet the doubts and ſeuples of tender conſciences till continue, or 
rather are increaſed : We do therefore hambly conceive it there- 
fore a Work worthy of choſe Wonders of Salvation which God 
hath wrought for his Majeſty, now on the Throne, and for the 
whole Kingdome, and exceedingly becoming the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel of Peace, with all holy moderation and tenderne(s to en- 
deavour the removal of every thing out of the Worſhip of God, 
which may juſtly offend or grieve the ſpirits of ſober and godly 
pus z the things themſelves that we delire to be 1 not 
eing of the ſoundation of Religion, nor the Eſſentials of Pub- 
lick Worſhip, nor the removal of them any way tending to the 
pre judice ot the Church or State; therefore their continuance 
and rigorous Impoſition ean no ways be able to countervail che 
lay ing aſide of ſo many pious and able Miniſters, and the uncon- 
cctyable grief that will ariſe to multitudes of His Majeſties, aol: 
Ui C 2 Loyal 


| 2, PROFLE WRT 
Eoyal and peacerble Subjects, 2 il gccaſibtis are ready 
to ſerve him with their Prayers, Eſtates, and Lives: For the 
preventing of which evils, we humbly deſire that theſe particu» 
E following may be taken into ſcrious and tender conſidera- 
tion. 17 9 „ 99 * 2 7. 1 i * 


Concerning Morning and Evening Prayer. 


1. Rub. That Morning and Evening Prayer ſhall be uſed in the 
accuſtomed place of the Church, Chancel, or Chappel, except it ſhall 
be otherwiſe determined by the Ordinary of the Place, and the 
Chancel ſhall remain as in times paſt, 


We defire that the words of the firſt Rub. may be expreſſed, 
as in the Book eſtabſiſlied by Authority of Parliament 5 & 6 Ed- 
wardi 6. thus; The Morning and Evenin2 Prayer ſhall be uſed 
in ſuch place of the Church, Chappel, or Chance), and the Mi- 
niſter ſhall ſo turn himſelf, as the people may bel! hear; nd if 
there be any controverſies therein, the matter ſhall be refered 
to the Ordinary, 


2. Rub- Ard bere it is to be noted, that the Miniſler at the time 

1 the Cimmunion, and at other times in bus mini/tration, ſhall uſe 

uch Ornaments in the Church as were in uſe by Authority of Parlia- 

ment, in the ſecond year of the R eign of Edward the Sixth, accor- 
ding tothe AG of Parliament, Ke. 


For as much as the Rubrick ſeemeth to bring back the Cope, 
Albe, and other veſtments, forbidden in the Common Prayer 
Book, 5. 6. of Edw. 6. And for the reaſons alledged againſt Ce- 


remonies under our 18. general Exception, we delire it may be 
wholly left out. | 


The Lords Prayer after the Abſolutios ends thus ; Deliver, us 
from evill. | 


We deſire that theſe Words, For thine is the Kingdome, the 
Power 


3 x. | 
Power and the Glory,for ever and ever, Amen, may be always ad- 
ded unto the Lords Prayer; and that this Prayer may not be en- 
joyned to be ſo often uſed in the Morning and Evening Service. 


And at the end of every Fſalm throughout the year, and likewiſe 
in the end of the Benedictus. Benedicice magnificat, &c. Nunc 
Dimittis, ſha! be repeated, Glory be to the Father, &c. 


By this Rubrick, and other places in the Common Prayer 
Book the Gloria Patri is appointed to be ſaid fix times ordinarily 
in every —_— and Evening Services, frequently eight times 
in a Morning, ſometimes ten, which we think carries with it at 
leaſt an appearance of that vain repetition which Chriſt forbids ; 
for the avoiding. of which appearance of evil, we deſire it may 


be, uſed but once in the Morning, and onee in the Evening. 


Rubr. Ix ſuch places where they do ſing, there ſhall the Leſſons 
be ſung in « plain Tune, aud likewiſe the Epiſtle and Goppel. Or this 
Canticle, Benedicite omnia opera. 


Except. The Leſſons, and the Epiſtles, and Goſpels, being for 
the molt part neither Pfalins nor Hymns ; we know no warrant 
why they ſhould be ſung in any place, and conceive that the di- 
ftin& reading of them with an audible voyce, tends more to the 
edifeation of the Church : We deſire that ſome Pſalm or Scrip- 
ture Hymn may be appointed inſtead of that Apocryphal. 


In the Let an) ; From fornication, and other deadly ſins. 

Except. In regard that the wages of fin is death; we deſire 
that this clauſe may be thus altered. From fornication» and all 
other beynous (or grievous) ſims, 


From battle aud murtber, and from ſudden death. 

Except, Becauſe this expreſſion (of ſudden death) hath been 
ſo often excepted againſt; we deſire (if it be thought fic) it may 
be thus read : From battle and murther,and from dymg ſuddainly 
ant unprepared. 

That it may pleaſe thee to preſerve «ll that travel by land and by. 
water, all women labouring with child, all *ck perſons and young 
Children, and to ſhew thy, pity upon all priſaners ani captives. 


We 


Excep. 


Rub. 


Excep. 
Rub. 


Excep. 


Excep. 


(14). 
We deſire that the term All, may be adviſed 45 ſeewi; 
liable to juſt exceptions, and chat ow Pay BT ear. 


it may not better be put indeũnite ly, thoſe that travel, &c. rather 
then univerſally. 

The Collect of Chriſtmas day. *. 
- Almighty God which baſt given w thy only begotten ſou to tal 
our nature upot bim, and this day to be born of a pure Virgin, &c. 


The Rubrick. 
Then ſhall follow the colled of the Nativity which ſhall be ſaid 
continually unto New -years-day: 


The Collect for VVhitſunday. 
God which pon this day, 8c. 
We deſire that in both collects the words (this day) may be 
left out it being according to vulgar acceptation a contradiction. 


Rubrick. 

The ſame Collelt ts be read on Monday and Tueſday in Whic- 
ſun-week, 

The — Colleds for St. Johns aud Innocents, the Colleds for 
the firſt day in Lent, for the fourth Sunday after Eaſter, for Trinity 
Sunday, for the ſixth and twelfth ſunday after Trinity, for St. 
Lukes day and Michaclmas day, $i 

We deſire that theſe Colle&ts may be further conſidered and 
debated, as having in them divers things that we judge fit to be 


altered. 


The Order for the Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper. 


85 many as intend to be partakers of the holy Communion ſhall 
figntfie their Name to the Curate over night,or elſe in the moru- 
ing beſore the beginning of morning Prayer. 

The time here aſligned for notice to be given to the Miniſter 
is not ſufficient. | 

And if any of theſe be an open and notorious evil liver, the Curate 
baving knowledge thereof, ſhall call bim and advertize bim in any 
Wiſe not to preſume to come to the Lords Table, 

We deſire the Miniſters power both to admit and keep 
the Lords Table, may be according to his Majeſties Declaration 
of the 25. Odeb. 1660, in theſe words; The Miniſter ſhall admie 
none to the Lords Supper till they have made a credible ſes 

1 


from 


'C: > 1M 
ſion & their faich, and coed obedience to the will of God, 
according as is exprefſed in the conſideration of the Rubrick be- 
fore the Catechiſme ; and that alf poſſible diligence be uſed as is 
ſor the inſtruction and reformation of ſcandalous offendors, whom 
the Miniſter ſhall nor ſuffer to partake of the Lords cable, untill 
they have openly declared themſelves to have truly repented 
and amended their former naughty lives, as is partly expreſſed 
inthe Rubrick, and more fully in the Cannons. 
Then ſhall the Prieſt rehearſe dijtiniily all the ten Commandments, Rub, 
aud the people kneeling ſhall after every Commandment ah, God 
mercy for tranſgreſſing the ſame, 
C deſire, | 
Firſt, that the Preface prefixed by God himſelf to the ten Excep: 
Commandments may be — 
Secondly, that the fourth Commandment may be read, as in 
Exodus 20. Deut. 5. He bleſſed the Sabbath day. 
Thirdly, that neither Miniſter nor People may be enjoyned to 
kneel more ar the reading of this, then of any other parts of 
Scripture : The rather becauſe many ignorant perſons are 
thereby induced to aſe the ten Commandments as a prayer. 
Fourthly, that inſtead of thoſe ſhort prayers of the people in- 
termixed with the ſeveral Commandments, the Miniſter after 
the reading of all may conclude with a ſuicable Prayer. 
After the Creed, if there be no ſermon,ſhell follow one of the Homi- Rub. 
lies already ſet forth er hereafter to be ar te by common authority 
We defire chat the preaching of the Word may be ſtrictly in- x...,,, 
joyned, and not left fo indifferent at the adminiftration of the 
Sacrement, as alſo that Minifters may not be bound to thoſe 
things which are as yet but future, jour not in being. 
After the Sermon, Homily, or Exbortation, the Curate ſhall de- Rub. 
clare, & c. and tcarnefily exhort them to remember the poor, ſay- 
ing one or more of theſe ſentences following. 
wo of the ſentences here cited are Apocryphal, and four of Fxcep. 
them more proper to draw out their peoples bounty to their Mi- 
nifter, then their charity to the poor. 
Then ſhall the Church-wardens, or ſome other by them appointed Rub. 
gather the Devotion of the people. 5 
Collection for the poor may be better made at or a little be - Excep. 
fore the departing of che Communicants. 
We be come together at this time to feed at the Lords S Po Rub. 
by which 


(26). 3.7: +. | 
which in Gods bebalf I bid you all that be bere preſent, and beſtecb 
you for the Lord Feſus Chriſts ſake, tbat you will not refuſe to come. 
Excep, ll it be intended that theſe Exhortations ſhould be read at the 
Commutũon, they ſeem to us unreaſonable. | 
The way and means thereto is, firſt te examine our lives, & con- 
2. Exbor verſations, and if ye (hall perceive your offences ts be ſuch as be not 
enly agaiuſt God, but alſo againſt our neighbours, then you ſhall re- 
concile your ſelves unto them , and be ready to make reſittution and 
ſatisfaGlion. And becauſe it is requiſite that no man ſhould come 
Exher "1, the holy Comm um ian, hut with à full truſt in Gods mercy, and with 
a quiet conſcience. | 
xcep. We fear this {may diſcourage many from comming to the 8a; 
crament who lye under a doubting and troubled conſcience. 
ab. be- Then ſpall this general confeſſion be made in the name of all thoſe 
re the that are minded io receive the boly Communiongitber by one of them 
Confeſſion, gr ly one of the Miniſters, or by the Prieſt himſelf. l 
Excep. Wedelireit may be made by the Miniſter only. 
Rub. Then ſhall the Prieſt or the Biſhop being preſent ſtand up and tur- 
ning himſelſ to the people, ſay . ' 
Excep. , The Miniſters turning himſelf to the people is moſt convenient 
throughout the whole nuniſtration. 


Rub. Before the Prefaces on Cbriſtmm day and ſeven daies after. 


Becauſe thon didſt give Feſus Chriſt thine only Son to be born @ this 

* day for us, & c. | 

* Firſt, we cannot peremptorily fix the Nativity of our Saviour 

to this or that particular day. Secondly, it ſeems incongruous to 

affirm the birth of Thiiſt, and the deſcending of the holy Gnoſt 

to be on this day fur ſeven or eight daies together: 

Upon Whitſunday and fix daies after, 

Prayerbe- According to whoſe moſt true promiſe the Holy gbeſt came down 

fore that this day from Heaven; grant ns that our ſinfull bodies may be made 
which 5 clean by bis body and our ſoul waſhed by bis maſt precious bload. 

ebe We deüre that whereas theſe words ſeem to give a greater eſ- 

fcacy to the blood then to the Body of Chriſt , may be altered 

thus, That our ſinful ſouls and bodies may be cleanſed through 

his precious body and blood. 
Prayer at the conſecration. | 

Hear us O merciful father, & c. who in the ſame night that be vn 

betrayed took bread,and when be bad given thanks, be brake it, and 

gave it to his Diſciples, ſaying, take, eat, c&c. We 


ſecration. 


Excep. 


| (17) 0 

We conceive that the manner of con ſecrating of the Elements |. 
is not Here explicite and diſt inct enough : And che Miaiſters _ 
breaking:ofthe bread is not ſo much as meationed, 

The ſpall the Miniſter fi ft recerve 1he Communion in both kinds, Rube 
Nc. and after deliver it 10 the people in their.bands kneeling ; and: 
when be del17ryeth the breed, he ſhall ſay, The body of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift wbich was given for thee, preſerve thy boy and ſoul uno ever. 
laſting lift. and1ake, and eat this in remembrance», &c. 

We detire that at the diſtribudon of the re id & Wine to the * 
Communicants we may uſe the words of our Saviour as near as To 
may be, and chat the Minifter be not requires co deliver the bread 
& wine into every partĩcu ar Commu ican's band, and to repeat 
the v ords to eachone in the ſingular number. but that itmay ſuffice 
io ſpeak them t. divers joyntly, according to our Sayiours exams 
ple. We alſo deſire that kneeling at the Sacrament (is not being 
the geſture which the Apoſties uſed, though Chriſt vas perſo- 
nally preſert amongſt them, vor that which was uled in the pu- 
reſt and primitive times of the Church) may be left free, as it 
was 1 & 2 EA. 6. As touching Kneeling, e. they may be uſcd 
or left, as every mans devotion ſerveth without blame, 

And nete, That every Pariſhimer ſhall communicate, at the lea, Rub, 
three times in the year, of which Eaſter fhall be one; and after ſhall 
receive the Sacraments, and other Rites, according to the Orders in 
this book appointed. 

| Foraſmuch as all Pariſhioners are not du ly q :1!ificd for the Exc 7. 
Lords Supper; and thoſe habitually prepared, are het at all 
times actually diſpoſed, but may be hindred by the pi @vidence 
of God, and ſome by the d ſtempers of their own ſpitits ; We 
deſire this Rubrick may be wholly omitted. or they altered. E- 
very Miniſter ſhall be bound to adminiſter che Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, at the leaft, thrice a year : provided there be a 
due number of Communicants manlfeſting cheic deſires to re- 
ceive. wg 

And we deſire that the-following Rubrick in the Cemmen- 

Prayer - Book in 5 & 6 Ed. 6, eſtabliſhed by Law as much as any 
other part of the Cummon- Prayer-Buok, may be teſtoted for 
the Vindication of our Church in the matter ot kneeling st the 
Sacrament {although the geſture be left indifferent) (© Al. 

« though no order can be ſo perfectly deviſed, but it may be of 

e {ome, either for their ignoranc: SO . or clſc of ma- 

* EY lice 


Cie 
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(138) 
« lice and obſtinacy miſconftrued and depraved, and interpret ret d 
ct in a wrong <4 And yet becauſe that brotherly Chari 
© willeth thai{ſomuch as conveniently may be) offences Would 
« be taken away 3 Therefore we willing to do the fame, whereas 
It is ordered in the Book of Common-Prayer in the admin 
firation of the Lords Supper, that the communicants kneeling 
ſhould receive the Holy Communien; which thing being well 
meant for the fignification of the humble and grateſul acknow- 
ledgment cf the benefit of Chrift given to the worthy Receivers, 
and to avoid the prophanation and diforder, which about the 
Holy Communion might elſe enſue) leſt yet the ſame kneeli 
wei & be thought, or taken otherwiſe : We do declare that it is 
not meant thereby, that any Adoration is done, or ought to be 
done, either unto the Sacramental Bread or Wine, there bodily 
received, or unto any real and effential preſence there being of 
Chriſts natural fleſn aud blood, foraſmuch as concerning the 
$acramental Bread and Wine they remain ſtill in their very na- 
tural ſubſtance, and therefore may not be adored ; for that were 
Idolatry to beaborred of all faithful Chriftians : And as con- 
cerning the natural body and blood of our Saviour Chrift, they 
are in Heaven and not here; for it is againſt the truth of Chriſte: 
natural body to be in more places than in one at one time, 


Of Publick Baptiſm, 


Here being divers learned, pious and peaceable Minifters;. 

T wo do not only jadg it unlawful tobaptize children, whoſe 
Parents both of them are Atheiſts, Infidels, — or unbapti, 
zed; butalſo ſuch, whoſe parents are excommunicate perſons ; 
Fornieators, or otherwiſe notorious and ſcandalous fia ners. 
We deſire they may not be inforced to Baptize the children of 
ſuch, until they have made open profeſſion of their repentance 
before Baptiſm, 

Parents ſhall give notice over night, or elſe in the morning, 

V Vedelire that more timelã notice may be given, 

Ana then the Godfathers aud the Godmathers, and the people with 
their Ghildren, 

H-reis no mention of the Parents in whoſe right the child is 
baptized, and who are fi:teft both to dedicate it to God, and to 
uadestake to God and the Church for ĩt We do not know{ther: 


2 


(39) 


joy perſons (except the parenm or ſome other appointed by 
Gaps wer to cobſent for the children, or to tter 
anto Covenant Wie deſire it may be left free to parents, whether 
they will haye Sureties to undertake for their children in Bap- E rrepł 


tiſm. 
VVe deſire it may be ſo placed, as all the Congregation may Rubs 
beſt (ce and hear the whole adminiſtration, Excep, 


In the firft Prayer, 


By the Baptiſms of thy well bel ved Son, &. 4idſt ſauttifie the flood 
Jordan, aA all other waters to the myſtical woſying away of ſin, 

li beivg doubrful whether eicket che flood Jorden, or any o- 
ther waters were ſanctiſied to a Sacramental ule by Chciſtebeing 
baptized, and not neceſſury tobe altered: VVe delice this may 
be oth:rwiſe exprefled, 


Th: third Exhoreation, Exeo 
Do promeſ by you that are their Sureties, 
The Queſtions, 


Doſt ibou for fake ? &c. 
Ds theu believe? &. 
ilt thou be baptized? ke. 


Wie know not by what right the Sureties do promifeand an Excep, 
ſwer in the hame of the Infant : It ſeemeth to us alſo to coun» 
tenance the Anaba ptiſtical opinion, of the neceſſity of an actual 
profeſſion of faith and repentance in order to Ba ptiſm. Thas ſuch 
a profeſſion may be required of the parents in their own name, 
and now ſolemnly renewed when they preſent their children to 
Baptiſm, we willingly grant: But the asking of o e foranother, is 
a practice, wheſe warrant we doubt: And we deſire that the two 
firſt Interrogatories may be pus to the Parents to be anſwered . 
in their own names; and the laſt propounded to the Parents, 
or Provparents, thus; 

D 2 W:l 
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(1d) 
Wil youbave this child Feptized into this Faith ? 
3 0 In the ſecond Prayer hefore Baptiſm» 


* « 
* 
: 


May receive remiſſion of ſins by ſpiritual regeneration; 
This expreſpon ſeeming inconvenient, we defire jt may be 
changed into this, May be regenerated, and receive remiſſion of ſor, - 


; In the Prayer after Baptiſm. 


That it bath pleaſed thee to regenerate this Infant by thy boly Spirit. 

We cannot in Faith ſay, chat every Child that is baptized, . 
is regenerated by Gods Holy Spirit; at leaſt, it is a diſputa- 
ble E and therefore we defire that it may be otherwiſe ex. 


After Baptiſm, 
Then ſhall the Priefi make a Croſs, 


Concerning the Croſsin Baptiſm, we refer to our eighteenth 
General, 


— 


of private Baptiſm, 
V V E defire that B ip ſm may not be adminiftred in a pri- 


in the preſence of a competent number: That where it is evi- 
dent thavany child hath been ſo baptized, no part of the admi. 


and therefore we ſee no need of any Lyturgy in chat caſe. 


Of the Catechiſm. 


O. 2 V Hat is your name : 

Gul. 2. Ii bo gave you that name? | 

Anſwe My Godfathersand my Godmothers in my Baptiſm, 

Que; What did your Godfather: and Godmothers do for you in Baptiſm? 
hy Wedfire that theſe three firſt Queftions-may be altexed, cons 

{12cring that the fir great number of perſons baptized within 


thele 


Face, * 


2 Wai cs. da. er 


vate place at any time, unleſs by a lawful Minifter; and 


nitration may be reiterated in publick under any Iimitation; 


A a4 WO i ma a0" a 


C1) | 

| y years laſt paft, had no Godfathers nor Godmothery 
— —2 The — to be done in the ſeventh Queſtion, 4 

In my Baptiſm wherein I was made a Child of God, a member of Anſw, 20 
Chriſt, and an Inbevitor of the Ning dom of Heaven, 

V Ve conceive li might more ſafely be expreſſed thus; Wherein Excep. 
Iva, viſibly admitted int» the number of the members of Chriſt, tha 
Children of God. and the Heirs (rather than the Inberiters) cf the 
Kingdom ef heaven. 

o the Rehearſal of the ten Commandements « : 

VVe defire that the Commandements may be inſerted accord- 
ing to thenew Tranſlition of the Bible, 

10. Anſw. My duty towards God, is to believe in bim, &c. 

In this Anſwer there ſeems particular reſpe& to be had to the Excep, 
ſeveral Commandements of the firſt Table, as in the following 
Anſwer to thoſe of the ſecond ; and therefore we deſire it may 
be adviſed upon, whether to the laft words of this Anſwer, may 
not be added particularly, On the Lords day, otherwiſe there 
being nothing in all this anſwer that refers to the fourth Com- 
mandement, g 
- How many Sacramrnts hath Chriſt ordained ? Qu, 14; 

Two only s generally neceſſary to ſalvation; | Auſw, 

That th:ſe words may be omitted, and anſwer thus given, Exced. © 
T woonly, Baptiſm and the Lords Supper, KW. 

What is required of perſons to be baptized 2 Qu. 19, 

Repentance, whereby they forſake fin $ and Faith, whereby anſw. 
they ſtedfaſtly believe the promiſe of God. 

Why. then are Infants baptized, when byreaſon of their tender ae Qu. 20. 
they cannot perform them ? | 22 

Yes, they doe perform them by their Surcties, who prom'ſ. 
and vow them both in their name), 

We defire that the entring of Infants into Gods Covenant Excep 
may be more warily expreſſed, and that the words may neg | 
ſeem to found, their Baptiſm upon areal actual faith and epen+ 
tance of their own, And we deſire that a promiſe may not betas 
ken for the performance of ſuch fait and repentance; el; ecially 
that ic be not aſferted, that they perform theſe by the promiſe of 
their Sureties, it being to the ſeed of Believers that the covenant 
of Gad is made; and not (that we can find) to all that have ſuch 


believing Sureties, who ate neither Parents nor Pro- parents of 
their cluld: en, | 


— 


In 


. 
* 
« 


- wo_— i Sas 


Rub, 


Except. 


Rub, 


Except, 


(a) 

In che generallʒ Wes obferve that the Doctrine of the 
ments was added upon the conference at Hawptiy Court, is 
auch more fully and particularly delivered, then the other 
parts of che Catechiſm in ſhort Anſwers, fitted to the memories 
of children and thereupon wee offer it to be confidered, 

1. Whether there ſhould not be à more diſtinct and full ex- 
—— of the Creed, the Commandements, and the Lords 

raver. 

E Whether it werte not convtnient to adde (what ſeemes to 
be wanting) ſomewhat particularly concerning the nature of 
Faich, of Repentance, of the two Covenant, Juſtification, Sans 
fication, Adoption and Regeneration. 


Of Confirmatione 


The laſt Rubrick before the Catechiſm. 


ND that #0 man ſhould think tbat any detriment ſhall come 
to Children by drferring of their Confirmation , he ſball 
for truth, that it is certain by Gods Word, that Children by being 
tized, have all things neceſſary for their Salvation, and be — 
tedly ſaved, 


Although wee charitably ſt ſe the meaning of theſe words 
was only to exclude the neceſſity of any other Sacraments to 
baptized Infants; yet theſe words are dangerous, as to the miſs 
leading of the vulgar + and therefore we defire they may be 


expunged. 
After the Catechiſm. 


0 fron as the Children can ſay in their mother tongue the Arti- 
Yeles of the Faith, the Loyds Prayer , and the ten Commande- 
ments, and can anſwer to ſuch other queſtions of the ſhort Catecb ſm, 
Sor Then ſpall they be bromght to the Biſhop , and tbe Biſhop ſpall 


cem ſirm them, 


We conceive that it is not a ſufficient qualification for con- 
firmation, that Children be able memoriter to repeat the Articles 
of the faith, commonly called the Apoſtles Creed. __ Lords 

rayer, 
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(23) 
Prayer, and the ten Commandements, and to anſwer to ſome 
queſtions of the hort Catechiſm ; for its often found, that 
Children are able to doe all this at four or five years old: 

2, It croſſes nt is ſaid in the third reaſon of the firſt Rubrick 
before confirmation, concerning the uſage of the Church in 
times paſt; ordaining that Confirmation ſhould be admin iftred 
to them that ate of perfe& age, that they being iaſtruct · d in 
Chriftian Religion, ſhould openly proſeſſe their own faith, and 
promiſe to be obedient to the will of God, 

Thirdly, Ve defire that none may be confirmed, but accor- 
ding to his Majeſties Declaration, Viz. That Confirmation be 
rightly and ſolemnly performed by ihe information, and wich 
the conſent of the Miniger of the places 


Rabrick, 
After the Catechiſm, 


Hen ſhall they be brought to the Biſhop by one that ſhall be bis 
God-father or God: motber, * 


This ſeems to bring in a ſecond fort of Godsfathers and God - Except. 


mothers, beſides thoſe made uſe of at Baptiſm, and we ſee no 
need cither of the one or other. 


The Prayer before Impoſition of hands, 


Who bait vouchſafed to regenerate theſe thy ſervants by water and 
the boly Ghoſt, and haſt given them the forgiveneſſe of all their ſins, 


This ſuppoſeth all the Children who are brought tobe con- Excep, 


firm:d, have the Spirit of Chrift, and the forgiveneſſe of all their 
fins: whereas a great number cf Children of that age having 
committed many fins ſince their Baptiſm, doe ſhew no evidence 
of ſerious repentance, or of any ſpeciall ſaving grace: And 


therefore this confirmation (if adminiftred to ſuch) would be a 
perillous and groſs abuſe, 


94 Rubrick, 


Except, 


Excep, 


te 7 t. 


(249 
R. Before the Impoſition of bands. 


ng Biſhop (hall lay bis band pon each child ſeveraly. 
This ſeems to put a higher value pon Confirmation 
u on Baptiſm or the Lords Supper z for according to the Rules 
rd Orders of the Common-PrayersBook, every Dacon may 
— and every Minifter may Conſecrate and adminifter the 
Lords Supper; but the Biſhop only may confirm, 


The Prayer after Impoſition ef handi. 


VV E make our humble ſupplication to-thee for theſe childroy, 
pon whom after the Example of thy boly Apoſtles, we bave 
laid our bands to cert ifie them by this figne f thy favour and gracious 
goodneſs towards them, 


We deſire th it the practice of the Apoſtles may not be alledged 
a3 a ground ot the Impolition of hands for the confirmariun af 
children, both becauſe the Apoſtles did never uf: it in that eaſe, 
as alſo becauſe the Arti. les of the Church of Exg/end declare in 
to be a Corrupt imit-tion of che Apoſtles practice. Art. 25, 

VVe deſi. e that Ii polition of hands may net be made (as here 
it is a ſigne o certific children of Gods grace and favour towards 
them beczulc this ſerms to ſpe: k it a S*Crament; and is contrary 
to that fore-mentioned 25, Art. which {uyes, hat Confirmation 
hath no viſible ſigne appointed by Ged. 


The Rub. af ter Conf TJmAtiog, 


Noe ſhall be admitted to the boly Communion, unt i! ſuch time as 
he can ſay the Catechiſm and be confirmed, 


Ve deſire that Confirmation: may not be m ade ſo neceſſaty 
to che ho y Communjon, as that none ſhould be admitted to i 


unleſs chey be conficmed, 
of 
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(5) 
Of the Form of ſolemnization of Matrimony. 


12 man ſhal give the woman @ Ring, &c. ſhall ſurely perform 
and keep the vow and covenant betwixt them made, bercef the Rub. 
Ring given and received is « token aud pledge, & c. 


Secing the Ceremony of the Ring in marriage is made neoeſ- Excep, 
ſary to it, and a fgnigcant ſign of the vow and covenant bet wixt 
the parties: and Romiſh Ricualiſts give ſuch reaſons for the inſti - 
tution and uſe of the Ring, as are either frivolous or ſuperſtitious: 
Ie is defired that this Ceremony of the Ring in marriage may be 
left indifferent to be uſed or forborn. 


The man fhall ſay with my body I thee worſhip,e*c. 


This word (worſhip) being much altered in the uſe of it, ſince 
this form was firſt drawn up. We deſire ſome other word may be Excep. 
uled inſtead of it. 


In the name of the Fatber, aud of the Senne aud of the holy Ghoſt 
c. 

Theſe words being only uſed in baptiſm, and here in the ſo- 
lemnization of Matrimony, and in the abſolution of the ſick, We 
deſire it may be conſidered whither they ſhould not here be o- 
mitted, leſt they ſhould ſeem to favour thoſe chat count Matrimo- 
ny a Sacrament. | | | 


Excep. 


Till death us depart. 
This word depart is here improperly uſed. Excep; 


Then the Micifter or Clerke going to the Lords Table ſhall ſay or Rub. 
ſing this Pſalm. | 


The Pſalm ended, & the man and woman kneeling before the Lords Next 
Table, tbe Prieſt ſtanding at the Table, and turning bis ſaca, &c. Rub. 


We conceive the change of place and poſture mentioned in . 
theſe two Rubricks, is needleſs, and therefore deſire it to be o- P- 


mitted. 
E Con- 


* Colled. 
Excep. 
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(26) 
Conſecrated the ſtate of Matrimony to ſuch an excellent myſtery. 
Seeing the inſtitution of Matrimony was before the fall,and ſo 
before the promiſe of Chriſt, as alſo for that the ſaid paſſage in 
the Collect ſeems to countenance the opinion of making Matri- 
mony a Sacrament, we deſire that clauſe may be altered or o- 


mitted. 


Then ſhall begin the Commum ion, aud after the Goſpel ſhall be ſaid 
& Sermon, Cc. 


The new married perſons, the ſame day of their marriage muſt 
receive the boly Communion, | 


This Rubrick doth either inform all ſuch as are unfit for the 
Sacrament to forbear marriage, contrary to Scripture, which 
approves the marriage of all men, or elſe compels all that marry 
to come to the Lords Table, though never fo unprepared. And 
therefore we defire it may be omitted, the rather becauſe that 
marriage feſtivals are t o often accompanied with ſuch di ver- 
tiſements as are unſutable to thoſe Chriſtian duties, which cught 
to be before and follow after the receiving that holy Sacrament, 


of the order for the vi ſtation of the ſeek, 


Efore Alſolution, bere ſhall the ſick perſon make 4 ſpecial con- 
eſſion & c. after which confeſſion the Prieſt ſhall abſolve bim af- 
ter thu ſort. 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 
And by bus Anthority committed to me, I a5(olve thee. 


Foraſmuch as the conditions of ſick perſons be very various 
and different, the Miniſter may not onely in the exhortation, but 
inthe prayer alſo be directed to apply himſelt to the particular 
condition of the perſon as he ſhall ind moſt ſuitable to the pre- 
lent cccaſion with due regard had both to his ſhi ritual condition 
and bodily weakneſſe, and that the Abſolu: ion may be onely re- 
commende d to the Miniſter to be uſed or omitted as he ſhall (ee 
occaſion. x 


That 
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That the form of the Abſoluti 2 be declarator and condi- 


tional, as (I pronounce thee abſolved) inſtead (1 abſolve chee) 
if chou doſt truly repent and believe. | 


Of the Communion of the ſick, 


Ut if the ſick perſon be not able ts come to Church, yet & deſi- 
ous to receive the Communion in his bouſe, then muſt he give 
knowledge over night, or early in the morning to the Curate, and 


having a convenient place in the ſick mans houſe, be ſhall there ad- 
mini ter the boly Communion. 


Conſidering that many ſick perſons, either by their ignorance. 
or vicious life, without any evident manifeſtation of repen- 
tance, or by the nature of the diſeaſe difturbing their intellectu- 
ale be unmeet for receiving the Sacranient : it is propoſed that 
tie Vinifter be not injoyned to adminiſter the Sacrament to c- 
very 1:ck perſon that (hall defire it, but onely as he ſhall judge 


cxpedicnt. 


Of the order for the buriall of the dead. 


* 


We delire it may be evpteſſed in the Rubrick that the prayers 
and exhorta:ions 1:12 are not for the benefit of the dead, but 
onely for inſtruct and comfort of che living. 


He Prieſt meeting the Cards at the Church-ſiile ſhall ſay or elſe 

the Prieſt and Clerk ſhall ſing, &c. 
We deſire that Miniſters may be left to uſe their diſcretions in 
theſe circumſtances, and to perform the whole ſervice in the 
Church, it they think fit for the preventingiof thoſe inconveni- 
encies, which many times both Miuiſter and people are expoſed 
unto ſtanding iu the open aire. F 0 
Foraſmuch ; it hath pleaſed Almighty God of bis great mr cy to 
take unto bimſelf the ſoul of our dear Brother bere departed, we 
therefore commit his body to the ground, Kc. In ſure and certain 
hope of reſurrefiion. to, eternal Her ca 1; 790700 
Theſe words cannot in truch be a 
ing in open and notorious ſuis. 
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Rub, 


Excep. 


Rub. 


Excep . 


Rub. 


Excep. 
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| The firſt Prayer. | 
We givethee thanks for that jt hath pleaſed thee to deliver this 

our Brother out of the miſery of this ſinful world, That we with 


this our Brother and all other departed in the true faith of thy 
holy Name may have our perfect conſummation and bliſſe. 


„ \.. 


Theſe words may harden the wicked and are inconſiſtent with 
the largeſt Charity. | 


The laſt Prayer. 


That when we depart this life we may reſt with him, as ou 
liope is this our Brother doth. | 


Theſe words cannot be uſed with reſpe&to thoſe perſons who 
have not by their actual repentance given any ground for the 
hope of their blefſed hope, 


Of the thanksgiving of women after Child-birth commonly 
called the Churching ef women. 


THe woman ſhall come into the Church, and there ſhall kyeel 
down in ſome convenient place nigh unte the place where the 
Tableftands, and the Prieſt ſtanding by ſhall ſay. 


In regard that the woman's kneeling where the Table is in 
many Churches inconvenient; we deſire that thoſe words may 


be left out, and that the Miniſter may perform that ſervice inthe 
Deske or Pulpit: 


| Then the Prieſt ſhall ſuy this Pſalme & c. 

This Pſalm ſeems not ſo pertinent as ſome others: as Pal, 113; 
and Pla). 128. &c. 

Lord ſave this women thy ſervant, which putteth ber truſt in thee, 
It may fall out that a woman may come to give thanks for 2 


Child born in Adultery or Fornication ; And therefore we de- 


fire that ſomething may he required of her by way of profeſſion 
of her humiliation as 34 as of her thanksgiving. : * 
e 


(29) 
The women that comes to give thanks muſt offer ber accuſtomed Rub 
offer mg. 


This may ſeem too like a Jewiſh Purification, rather then a Excep. 
Chriſtian thanksgiving. | 


And ifthere be « Communion it is convenient that ſhe receive the The ſame 
boly Communion. Rubrick, 


We deſire this may be interpreted (if duly qualified) for a 
ſcandalous ſinner may come to make this thanksgiving. _— 


us have we in all humble purſuance of his Ma jeſties moſt 
gracious endeavours for the publick weal of this Church, 
drawn vp our thoughts and deſires in this weighty affair, which 
we moſt humbly offer to his Ma jeſties Commiſſioners for their ſe- 
rious and grave conſideration: wherein we have not the leaſt 
thoughts of depraving or reproaching the Book of Common- 
Prayer, but a ſincere deſire co contribute our endeavours to- 
wards leading the diſtempers (and as far as may be) reconciling. 
the minds of Brethren. And in as much as his Majeſty hath in 
his gracious Declaratiou ond Commiſſion mentioned new Forms 
to be made and ſuited to the ſeveral parts of worſhip: we have 
made a conſiderable progreſſe therein, and ſta!l by Gods aſſi- 
ſtance offer them to the reverend Commiſſioners with all conve- 
nient ſpeed. And if the Lord ſhall graciouſſy pleaſe. to give his 
blefliing to theſe our endeavours, we doubt not but that the peace 
of this Church will be ſhortly ſetled, The hearts of Miniſters and' 
People comforted and compoſed, and the great mercy of Unity 
and Stability (to the immortal honour of our moſt dear Sove-" 
raign) beſtowed upon us, and our poſterity after us. 


Auguſt 30. 
15661. 


(30) 
Ne gde b 3 e eh 
To the moſt Reverend 


ARC HBISH OP 


AND 


BISHOPS 


And the Reverend their Aſſiſtants, Commiſſi- 


oned by his Majeſty, to treat about the Altera- 
tion of the Book of Common Prayer. ; 


Moſt Reverend Father and Reverend Brethren 


. He we recened your Papers, and were told that 
ibo conteined not onely an auſwer to our Excepti- 

tion againſt the preſent Liturgy ; But alſo ſeverall 
Conceſſions, wherein you ſeem willing to joyn with 
us in the Alteration and Reformation f it; Our 
expeclat ions were ſo far raiſed, as that we promi- 
ſed our (elves, to find our Conceſſions ſo conſiderable, as would have 
greatly conduced to the bealing of our nl te be lamented Divi- 
viſions, the ſetling of the Nation in Peace, «#4 the f titfadl ion of 
tender Conſciences, according to bis Majeſties mot gracious Decla- 
ration, and hy Royal Commiſſion in purſuance tte: cof : but having 
taken a ſurvey of them, we find our ſelves exceedingly diſappainted, 
and that they will fall far ſhort of attaining ti ſe happy Ends, for 
which this meeting was fir\t deſigned ; as may appear both by the 
— of the Conceſſions, and the inconſiderableneſſ af them, they 
eing for the moſt part, Verbal and Literal, rather then Real, and 
Subſtantial; for in them you all allow not the laying aſide of the 
reading of the Apocrypha for Leſſons, though it ſhut out ſome bun- 
dreds of Chapters of Holy Scripture, and ſometimes the Scripture 
it felf is made to give wan te the. Apochryphal Chapters ; you 
plead ag aiuſt the addition of the Doxology unto the Lord's prayer, 
, you 


(31) 

you gave ne liberty to omit the too frequent repetition o f Gloria Pa- 
tria,or of tbe Lord's Proyer in the ſame publick Service ue do y0u 
yield the Plalmes be read in the new Tranſlation, nor the word 
Prieſt to be changed for Miniſter or Presbyter, though both bave 
been yielded unto in the Scottiſh Liturgy ; you grant not the omiſ- 
ſion of the Reſponſals, no not in the Letany it ſelf, though the Peti- 
tions be ſo framed, as the people make the prayer, and not the Mi- 
xiſter ; nor to read the Communion ſervice in the Desk, when there 
1s no Communion, but in the late Form inſtead thereof, it is enjoyned 
to be done at the Table, through there be no Rubrick in the Com- 
mon Prayer book requiring it; you plead for the bolmeſſe of Lent, 
contrary to the ſtatute; you indulge uot the omiſſion of any one Ce- 
remony ; you will force men to kneel at the Sacrament, and yet uot 
pi in that. excellent Rubr. inthe v. and vj. of Edw. 6. which 
would much condu ce to the ſatisfatlion of many that ſcruple it. And 
whereas divers Reverend Biſhops and Doftours, in a paper in Print 

bebore theſe unhappy Wars began, yie'ded to the laying aſide of the 

Croſſe, and the making many material alterations you after xx. 
years ſad cala mit ies and, diviſions, ſeem unwilling to grant what 

they of their own accordthen offered ; you ſeem not to grant that 

the clanſe of the fourth commandement in the Common Prayer bock 
(the Lord bleſſed the ſeventh day) ould be altered accordeng to 

the Hebr. F94. 20. the Lord bleſſed the Sabbath day; you will 
not change the word Sunday into the Lord's day, ner adde any 

thing to make a difference between Holidaies that are of Humane 

Initution :and the Lord's day, that is queſtionleſſe of Apoſtolicall 
prattiſe ; you will not alter Deadly Sin in the Let an nts Heynous 

Sin, though it hints to us that ſome ſins are in their own nature Ve- 

nial; nor that Anſwer in the Catech. of two Sacraments onely 

generally neceſſary to ſalvation, although it intimates that there 

are New Teſtament Sacraments, though T wo onely neceſſary to ſal- 

vation ; you ſpeak of ſinging David's Pſalmes, allowed by Autbori- 

ty, by way of centempt calling them Hopkins Pſalmes; and though 
ſinging of Pſalmes be an Ordinance of God, yet you call it one of 
our principal parts of Mor ſhip, 4s af it were diſclaimed by you- And 
are ſo far from cauntenancing the wſe of conceived prayer inthe 
publick VV oy ſhip of God (though we never intended thereby the cæ- 

cludmy of ſet Forms ) as that you ſeem to diſtike the uſe of it even in 

the Pulpit, and beartily deſire a total reſtaint of it in the Church; 


you will not allow the omiſſion of the Benedicite, nor @ ſalm to _ 
res 


